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been aided by an explosion, presumably caused by in-
cendiarism. When it fell, the flames naturally obtained
a vent, and a loud, roaring noise could be heard from
within. Many people supposed that only dynamite
could account for such a violent collapse of masonry,
while others reminded themselves of the huge stores
of oil and spirit in the basement, which, they declared,
must have burst through the heat of the conflagration.

The fire had now spread the entire length of
Douglas Place, and was attacking the front buildings
in Queen's Road. A large riding-school at the back,
in Kensington Gardens Square, caught fire, and it
seemed as if the firemen had lost all mastery of the
outbreak. In Queen's Road all the window glass and
frames were quickly destroyed, and through the great
gaps which had been handsome windows that after-
noon the gigantic furnace could be seen roaring and
blazing. At half-past eight, when the roofs were burned
through, the flames leaped still higher, and threw up
a brilliant light which could be seen for miles all round
London. Then at ten o'clock the central tower of the
Queen's Road block with its flagstaff caught alight,
and presented a magnificent appearance, swathed with
dense clouds of black smoke and tongues of bright
flame, which ascended to a level with the neighbour-
ing church steeples. The sight, however, did not last
long, for the tower soon fell with a crash into the burn-
ing abyss below.

By this time Captain Shaw, head of the Metropoli-
tan Fire Brigade, had dispatched to the scene of the
fire thirty-four steam fire-engines, six manuals, three
hose-carts, four extension ladders, a coal-van, ninety-
six horses, and 173 men. Messengers were running
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